
So you want to do a science fair project? 

What you need to know before you begin: 

Very few students ever complete a true scientific investigation.  It is time consuming, requires focus and can be 

frustrating – mostly for parents when they go about it the wrong way. 

A true scientific investigation begins with a question of personal interest – not a search engine. 

Great science fair projects are born out of curiosity; however the completion of a project requires much more – 
dedication, patience, understanding and a work ethic. 

 

Few students at any level possess all of these, which may explain the declining interest in theoretical fields of science.  

Answering questions that have ill-defined or no answers at all is challenging.  It is difficult to do things that are 

challenging and put simply, most students don’t like when things are difficult. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 If you select a project because it looks easy, it is already a faulty project.  This is not to say a good project cannot be 

completed easily.  It means without choosing a topic that is relevant to you, the science is meaningless.  There must be 

meaning behind the science.  Great questions, worthy of investigation can be found in our everyday lives. 

Teacher/Student Dialog – The Science Fair Argument 

Student: Why do we have to do a science fair project? 

Teacher: Science fair is good practice using the scientific method. 

Student: But it’s so boring! 

Teacher: Everyone is required to complete a science fair project – stop complaining. 

Student: That’s dumb!  

Teacher: Go to the office! 

 

Truthfully, even teachers have difficulty investing the appropriate amount of time to model/demonstrate the steps to 

completing a proper scientific investigation but it is always a good place to begin by reviewing what has been practiced 

in class.  A science fair project is your chance to complete an experiment of your choosing so don’t waste the time and 

effort on a project just because it seems easy.  

 

Step 1. Deciding when to begin – Create a calendar for completion 

Traditionally students wait until the very last minute to complete a science fair project.  This is the first ingredient for 

poor, incomplete work.  Do not waste time.  It is by far the most valuable resource when doing long term, large projects.  

When you don’t have enough time, you limit yourself to low-level projects, with few trials, improper evidences and lots 

of mistakes.  Make a calendar for completion and stick to it.  No one has ever finished a project early and wished they 

had started later – however many start later and wish they had more time. 

 

2016 – 17 Important Dates to Remember 

October 21st – Begin Experimentation 

November 22nd – In Class Presentations 

December 8th – Local Competition @ BSMS 

 

ANY STUDENT QUALIFYING AND COMPETING AT DISTRICT WILL RECEIVE AN A-AVERAGE 3rd QUARTER! 


